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the industry of the people, who, while active for their
own interest, are also acting for the interest of the State
and the Sovereign.

The King who shall examine whether it be not the
most wise not to lay any restraint on the general affairs
and business of men is yet to be born; yet this is the
King who would govern like a God; and, by the min-
istry of reason, leaving the interest of each individual to
himself, would ascertain to all the fruits of their indus-
try and their knowledge. Where men are most free,
there will they be most numerous; and there, also, will
they pay the most submission, and have the greatest
attachment, to authority; for authority is essentially the
friend of that freedom which it protects. No man would
require more than to be left AT LIBERTY AND IN PEACE.

You surely, SIRE, are not to be told that the mania of
enacting and restraining laws is the characteristic of
inferior minds; of men incapable of generalizing, who
feed on timidity, and shake with ridiculous apprehensions.
This important truth will indicate to you the reforma-
tion you ought to make; and how much better you will
govern than your predecessors and rivals, by governing
less.

There are, doubtless, a multitude of good, useful,
necessary, and even tirgent things, which it will be im-
possible you should immediately execute. You must first
learn them, must combine, and leave them to ripen.
And wherefore should you confide in the opinion of
another'? This is one of the grand errors of which you
ought to be aware, as you ought also of being obliged
to retract what you have done. The inconsistency of
that Sovereign, among your rivals, who has attempted
the most, has been more injurious to the political respect
in which he might have been held than his worst errors.
Not only, therefore, must you learn what is to do, but,
which is more difficult, you must, perhaps, instruct your
Ministers, and certainly your people. Let persuasion
precede legislation, SIRE; and you will meet no contra-
diction, and scarcely any impediments in those operations
which require moments of greater calm, and less busi-
ness, than are those of the beginning of a reign. But has but to enjoy or to render himny have sent you, at the moment when you have moste
